Science and the Social Studies

with all the reflections and arguments which that knowledge
arouses in our minds.

UTILITARIAN AND CULTURAL SCIENCE

How does this knowledge of our extended world affect
us ? There is the utilitarian side to this question, and also
the cultural side ; but there is no distinct boundary between
the two. Base and greedy desires are often associated with,
and give an unpleasant sound to, the word ' utilitarian '.
This is probably due to the fact that the business world is
not primarily interested in the investigation of social life, or
in the formulation of what the scientific attitude has to
contribute to it, but if e utilitarian * means making a man of
use to himself and to his fellow man, the word is rescued
from that unpleasant association. In this sense it covers
the knowledge of how to treat one's own body, how to
conduct one's own business as, for example, a medical man,
an accountant, an artisan or as any other member of the
community; how to help others, how to make use of public
services, how to drive a motor-car and so on.

The utilitarian side to science merges obviously into the
cultural. As Mr. E. T. Harris* has pointed out:x " Science
is a social phenomenon, and is only to be understood in
relation to the human society in which it has developed and
is developing. Its principles and its applications are closely
interrelated aspects of the same social phenomenon, and they
must be studied in conjunction/*

* A healthy mind in a healthy body' is our aim. The
nation's health, physical and moral, is one of our greatest
canes. We all know the extent to which science is applied
in the fight against malnutrition, evil infection and disease,
on behalf of children and others. Every fresh insight
into the world beyond the unaided senses is eagerly

1 /School Science Teaching*, by E. T. Harris, School Science
Remeso, No. 92, November 1942.

55